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Abstract 
The aim of this lecture is to introduce and discuss open-source software, present criteria for open 
source, compare it to closed source, presenting the advantages and disadvantages of each. The 
history of the open-source movement, including Richard Stallman and the Free software concept, 
the GNU Project, will be reviewed. Examples of popular open-source software such as 
programming languages, the world wide web, operating systems with particular emphasis on 
Linux and office suites will be mentioned. Networking and multimedia applications will be 
recalled. The commonly used licensing schemes and their gradual evolution towards proprietary 
forks controlled by corporations such as evolution of the Android system (Google) and the Java 
language (Oracle) will be mentioned.  
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